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Today I was planning on getting on writing a PDA book
chapter. Then randomly something else drew me to reread a piece on PDA and it mentions it research
approach. I have spent the last few hours reflecting on
that, connecting the dots so to speak.
There is enough information to credibly argue most PDA research, especially that
associated to PDA Development Group seems to be a self-validation exercise. I will
put the thread up sometime today.
I am actually dispirited about this. Frankly, PDA should be more robust than it is. It
should not crumble under my scrutiny. It bothers me due to the potential impact it
has for the vulnerable persons buying into shoddy message about it.
This will be a long thread. I apologise in advance as it might develop rhizomatically &
appear a bit chaotic.
First I need to establish what PDA research should look like. It should be openminded & available to anyone who meets PDA diagnostic criteria, autistic or not.
Research should not be done to support anyone view over another:

(PDF) Demand avoidance phenomena: circularity, integrity and validity…
PDF | This article explores key reasons for justifying the proto impairment of
Demand Avoidance Phenomena (DAP), by investigating the integrity and... | Find,
read and cite all the research you need …
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/337146735_Demand_avoidance_phenomen…

PDA is seen in non-autistic persons.

(PDF) Pathological Demand Avoidance and the DSM-5: a rebuttal to Ju…
PDF | My article "Demand avoidance phenomena: circularity, integrity and validity –
a commentary on the 2018 National Autistic Society PDA Conference."... | Find,
read and cite all the research you n…
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/339240845_Pathological_Demand_Avoidanc…

And
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/340279248_Is_the_concept_of_Deman
d_Avoidance_Phenomena_Pathological_Demand_Avoidance_real_or_mythical

This is case study is a good contender for another non-autistic person with PDA. Case
study was assessed only for PDA and not autism. Many reasons to indicate person is
non-autistic:
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/JIDOB-07-20160013/full/html
Absence of evidence is not evidence of absence. One can argue much PDA research

has deliberately excluded non-autistic persons with PDA to create an evidence base
that favours PDA is an autism profile. I will explain why later.

Research meeting report
On Tuesday 8th January 2019, the PDA Society hosted a research meeting to
share current findings, thinking and insights around the 'PDA profile’ of autism by
academic researchers and other stakeholde…
https://www.pdasociety.org.uk/research-meeting-report/

Non-autistic persons with PDA have the same rights to a diagnosis and research as
any autistic person with PDA. Failing to treat these non-autistic persons the same as
other persons with PDA may be viewed discriminatory.
https://www.ingentaconnect.com/contentone/bild/gap/2018/00000019/00000002
/art00004

The Equality Act is needs based, if one accepts the need for PDA research and a PDA
diagnosis for autistic persons, their opinion is not sufficient to not treat non-autistic
persons with PDA differently. Especially when other persons & research contradict it.

We are also meant to be an age of participatory research. See:
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/hex.12090
And an example for autism:

Autism: a new introduction to psychological theory and current debate
(2020). Autism: a new introduction to psychological theory and current debate.
Disability & Society: Vol. 35, No. 4, pp. 688-690.
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09687599.2019.1636564

Ethically one can not treat non-autistic persons with PDA differently to autistic
persons with PDA. Non-autistic persons with PDA views need to also be taken into
account on PDA. Same principle as non-verbal autistic persons views are needed on
terminology.
I have made this point before but much of the PDA research is co-ordinated by the
PDA Development Group that views PDA as an Autism subtype. I discuss it in more
detail here:
https://rationaldemandavoidancecom.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/02-june-2020concerns-over-the-pda-development-group-pdf.pdf
As said before this headed by Phil Christie.

“As far as PDA is concerned, we are of course still at a very early stage of
understanding its true nature and extent, how it relates to other conditions and
where it lies within the autism spectrum.” Christie et al, 2012, p181.

One would note the book views PDA as being part of the autism. Christie et al (2012)
go onto say:
“Research-based evidence such as this is critical in supporting the clinical
understandings about PDA that have developed.” Page 186
The research in question is detailed here:
https://rationaldemandavoidancecom.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/02-june-2020concerns-over-the-pda-development-group-pdf.pdf
It is also discussed here:
https://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/id/eprint/1493137/7/O'Nions_Debate_article_accepted
_typeset.pdf

I argue that research agenda set out views PDA as an autism subtype. Low behold
that is exactly what they do:
"It should be noted that, so far, we have approached this profile from the starting
point of our expertise in ASD."

I tried to clarify this with Autism Associates, i.e. Christie's & Fidler's company, they
disagreed with my interpretation. So I pointed out all the things that contradicts
them.
Which includes:
- The book viewing PDA as ASD.
- Suggested research viewing PDA as ASD.
- The conference the agenda was presented at viewing PDA as ASD:
choiceforum.org/docs/pda.pdf

- How most of the subsequent PDA research views PDA as an ASD.
- How PDA has been lobbied to be part of England 2020 Autism Strategy &
Australian autism strategy. With this evidence base.
Further proof that they are out view PDA as ASD is here:
https://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/id/eprint/1493137/7/O'Nions_Debate_article_accepted
_typeset.pdf
They view PDA as not being caused by environmental or attachment issues and they
need research to disentangle this.

Damian Milton pointed out
"There is simply not enough evidence to support a claim such as this, especially when
there are similar traits associated with both developmental and attachment
disorders." & maybe negligent.
https://kar.kent.ac.uk/62694/431/Natures%20answer%20to%20over%20conformit
y.pdf

PDA literature challenges that view. Some viewed PDA as possibly being a form of
attachment disorder or personality disorder:
https://www.pdasociety.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/AET-standards-forPDA-Phils-GAP-1.pdf

Persons with PDA "In some cases the features described may have been precursors of
a schizotypal disorder."
Neither was its validity & specificity established.

Pathological demand avoidance syndrome: a necessary distinction wit…
A proposal is made to recognise pathological demand avoidance syndrome (PDA)
as a separate entity within the pervasive developmental disorders, instead of being
classed under “pervasive developmental…
https://adc.bmj.com/content/88/7/595.responses

PDA might not be caused by autism, possibly like psychotic tendencies. Issues faced
dividing autism are applicable to all proposed subypes, including PDA.

Autism spectrum disorders in the DSM-V: Better or worse than the DS…
The DSM-V-committee has recently published proposed diagnostic criteria for
autism spectrum disorders. We examine these criteria in some detail. We be…
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0891422210002647

Newson did not establish PDA as a syndrome:

Pathological Demand Avoidance: symptoms but not a syndrome
Pathological (or extreme) demand avoidance is a term sometimes applied to
complex behaviours in children within—or beyond—autism spectrum disorder. The
use of pathological demand avoidance as a diagn…
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/article/PIIS2352-4642(18)30044-0/fulltext

"Elizabeth Newson described a behaviour pattern she called “Pathological Demand
Avoidance Syndrome” (PDA). Among other features, the children concerned use
many strategies to avoid responding to demands...
...They also seem to find reward in upsetting other. Children with any type of autistic
disorder can show these behaviours so the idea that PDA is a separate syndrome
remains unproven.“
Wing, Lorna. (2002). The Autistic Spectrum: The Updated Edition. Constable &
Robinson Limited, London. Page 30
Wing & Gould's view in 2002 https://www.pdasociety.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2019/07/AET-standards-for-PDA-Phils-GAP-1.pdf

“Dr Gould pointed out that features of PDA can be found in children and young
people across the autism spectrum” (Christie et al 2012, p 187).”
She also said where they cluster together it is PDA.
Although one could challenge Gould on why she supports PDA when she says she
favours broad spectrum view to autism instead of narrow categories:

https://www.youtube.com/embed/rA9HxiPV2ps

Back to the point about viewing PDA as not caused by trauma. There is research to
suggest the view that PDA is associated to trauma & might be a form of personality
disorder/ attachment disorder etc.
Personality disorders are viewed as maladaptive responses to stress. Some are
specifically associated to attachment issues, including Borderline Personality
Disorder (Eaton, 2017).
Back to the interesting case study has possible signs of attachments issues.
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/JIDOB-07-20160013/full/html

Onto empirical evidence. Associations between Conduct Disorder, ADHD & PDA, can
be linked to environmental factors.
https://www.ingentaconnect.com/contentone/bild/gap/2017/00000018/00000001
/art00009

"The study replicated Egan et al. (2019) regarding associations between PDA and
behavioural indicators of personality disorder"

Individual differences, ADHD, adult pathological demand avoidance, a…
Pathological Demand Avoidance (PDA) is a developmental disorder involving
challenging behaviour clinically linked to Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). M…
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0891422220301633?via%3Dihub

That some research suggests that PDA can be explained by interaction of various cooccuring constructs:

Pathological Demand Avoidance: symptoms but not a syndrome
Pathological (or extreme) demand avoidance is a term sometimes applied to
complex behaviours in children within—or beyond—autism spectrum disorder. The
use of pathological demand avoidance as a diagn…
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/article/PIIS2352-4642(18)30044-0/fulltext

Most of these conditions are associated to childhood trauma/ aversive experiences:

17th OF MARCH 2020 BLOG POST: UPDATING MY CURRENT THOUGH…
17th OF MARCH 2020 BLOG POST: UPDATING MY CURRENT THOUGHTS ON
THE MEDICAL NATURE OF DEMAND AVOIDANCE PHENOMENA. Introduction.
This blog post discusses three different topics that explain som…
https://rationaldemandavoidance.com/2020/03/17/17th-of-march-blog-post-updating-m…

So this assumption PDA is not caused by environmental factors/ attachment issues,
seems a bit a unreasonable at this point. Also such critique in literature is somewhat
justified.

What really makes this assumption PDA is autism & so it not caused by
environmental/ attachment factors is that most PDA supporters know it is
problematic fitting PDA into the autism spectrum.
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This then leads onto that PDA literature acknowledges it is
problematic ﬁtting PDA into the autism spectrum.
References:
pdaresource.com/ﬁles/An%20exa…
and
link.springer.com/article/10.100…

2:45 PM · Apr 19, 2020
See Richard Woods’s other Tweets

Richard Woods
@Richard_Autism
Replying to @Richard_Autism

I also add further reasons why it is problematic ﬁtting PDA
into autism spectrum here:
onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.111…
PDA has higher rates of persons not meeting clinical
threshold compared to autism. PDA is: 44% - 89%. Autism is:
0% - 47%.
Commentary: Demand Avoidance Phenomena, a ma…
Read the full article at doi: 10.1111/camh.12336 and
response to this commentary at doi: …
acamh.onlinelibrary.wiley.com
2:47 PM · Apr 19, 2020
See Richard Woods’s other Tweets

That PDA might be a "triple hit" of autism, anxiety and conduct problems.

Mapping the educational experiences of children with pathological de…
‘Pathological demand avoidance’ (PDA) describes a pattern of difficulties
increasingly recognised as forming part of the autistic spectrum. Although clinical
reports suggest that children with PDA ar…
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1471-3802.12081

Some other reasons why it is problematic fitting PDA into the autism spectrum.
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Only diagnosing PDA in autistics assumes 1) Newson was
correct PDA was Pervasive Developmental Disorder. Phil
Christie is correct that PDA is autism subtype. I cover issues
with Christie's assumption here:
onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.111…
and
(PDF) Demand Avoidance Phenomena (Pathological …
PDF | This conference talk covers the following points:
Signiﬁcant disagreement over what Demand …
researchgate.net
2:32 PM · Apr 19, 2020
See Richard Woods’s other Tweets
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Highly likely Newson was incorrect to view PDA as a PDD,
she states:
"“hanging together as an entity” is not enough
if that entity is not signiﬁcantly diﬀerent from both autism
and Asperger’s syndrome, either separately or apart"
(Newson et al 2003, p599)
2:34 PM · Apr 19, 2020
See Richard Woods’s other Tweets
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This statement is supported by how Newson does not base
PDA on the triad of impairment underpins modern autism
diagnostic criteria. Nor does she draw PDA overlapping the
triad of impairment here:

2:37 PM · Apr 19, 2020
1
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Worth noting that Newson is incorrect to view Speciﬁc
Language Impairment as a Pervasive Developmental
Disorder. Almost certainly incorrect PDA is 100% genetic/
biological in nature. It is reasonable to assume she her views
PDA is a PDD is also a mistake.

2:40 PM · Apr 19, 2020
See Richard Woods’s other Tweets
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Reason why Newson is almost certainly mistaken about the

Reason why Newson is almost certainly mistaken about the
causes of PDA, is covered here:
researchgate.net/publication/33…
Also mentioned in Norwegian PDA systematic review by
@OrmStian
(PDF) Demand avoidance phenomena: circularity, int…
PDF | This article explores key reasons for justifying
the proto impairment of Demand Avoidance …
researchgate.net
2:42 PM · Apr 19, 2020
1
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Also ignoring the views of the committee that set the DSM-5 Autism criteria that
Happe was a member of. She wrote this 6 months before suggesting the PDA research
agenda:

(PDF) Pathological Demand Avoidance and the DSM-5: a rebuttal to Ju…
PDF | My article "Demand avoidance phenomena: circularity, integrity and validity –
a commentary on the 2018 National Autistic Society PDA Conference."... | Find,
read and cite all the research you n…
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/339240845_Pathological_Demand_Avoidanc…

&
http://apacu.info/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/HAPP%C3%89-2011.-Criteriacontinua-categories-ASD-in-DSM-5.pdf

Another example of contradictions is Judy Eaton pointing out narrow
conceptualisations of autism:

(PDF) Pathological Demand Avoidance and the DSM-5: a rebuttal to Ju…
PDF | My article "Demand avoidance phenomena: circularity, integrity and validity –
a commentary on the 2018 National Autistic Society PDA Conference."... | Find,
read and cite all the research you n…
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/339240845_Pathological_Demand_Avoidanc…

I explain that her PDA definitions are narrow and arbitrary here:
https://rationaldemandavoidancecom.files.wordpress.com/2020/08/01-august2020-cannot-have-rational-demand-avoidance-if-a-person-cannot-rationalise-theirdemand-avoidance.pdf
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They also tend to ignore that Newson viewed PDA as a
"Pervasive Developmental Coding Disorder" which is a new
diagnostic grouping of her own creation.
autismeastmidlands.org.uk/wp-content/upl…
And autismeastmidlands.org.uk/wp-content/upl…

7:06 PM · Aug 3, 2020
1
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This is going somewhere, I am going to look at the justifications for viewing the
approach of the PDA Development Group.
"Goldberg (2013) “… both ICD and DSM focus more on the reliability than validity of
the disorders they describe… no iteration of either DSM or ICD has acknowledged the
fundamental distinction between researchers and practitioners…"
"...who uses diagnostic classifications and for what purpose?” (Christie 2018).
Seems to be laying the groundwork to argue that PDA does not need to be scientific
or inclusive, i.e. they can just do research to support their clinical based
understandings.
Christie argues: Reasons for a diagnosis:
-Strategic planning.
-Comparison of research findings.
-Enabling access to certain resources.
-To better understand and “make sense” of the child. (Christie 2018).
Problem here is that services are designed on needs, not diagnoses. The SEND system
and legislation around mental health are all needs based, i.e. not based on requiring a
diagnosis (Kinderman, 2019).
I.e. Christie seems to be "claims making". That his rationale for clinical need for PDA
does not hold up in wider mental health literature. Especially recent research by
Peter Kinderman.
I need to go back to the Christie et al (2012) book, it discusses how PDA seems to be
thirty years behind autism understandings and is following a similar trajectory to
how autism understandings developed.
Points out that in 1970s Wing noted there was only 6000 autistic persons in UK. In
2011, it is now thought to be 50000 autistic persons in UK.
How ASD has understandings have evolved and the spectrum concept has broadened
the category leading to increase in numbers of children diagnosed. Definitions have
changed. Ignores how autism use to be a form of Schizophrenia.

(PDF) Demand avoidance phenomena: circularity, integrity and validity…
PDF | This article explores key reasons for justifying the proto impairment of
Demand Avoidance Phenomena (DAP), by investigating the integrity and... | Find,
read and cite all the research you need …
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/337146735_Demand_avoidance_phenomen…

Goes back to my point about ignoring how Newson use to view PDA as a "Pervasive
Developmental Coding Disorder". Newson's studies had a selection bias on, They
were drawn from a single clinic that specialises in "Coding Disorders".
A "Coding" disorder is one where a person cannot process or make sense of certain
aspects of communication.

Also how Autism was discovered by both Asperger & Kanner, and they had strikingly
different views on autism, such as its prevalence rates and how it is seen in older
persons.

Leo Kanner, Hans Asperger, and the discovery of autism
Steve Silberman discovered a well-kept secret about autism. In his stunning big
book NeuroTribes (big in size at more than 500 pages, and big in vision, spanning
the history of autism from the late 1…
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(15)00337-2/fulltext

These are some rather important aspects of autism history to ignore when comparing
PDA to autism. It highlights the risks of assuming Newson & later Christie are correct
PDA is a ASD.
Simply put I have already shown PDA Development Group, including Christie simply
do not have a case to assume PDA is an autism profile. It is more than plausible that
they are wrong. There are signs they are:
https://rationaldemandavoidancecom.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/18-july-2020pda-is-a-pervasive-developmental-coding-disorder-thread.pdf
The book review by S-B-C of Silberman's book shows how Kanner heldback autism

research by decades by dogmatically insisting in his narrow interpretation of autism.

Leo Kanner, Hans Asperger, and the discovery of autism
Steve Silberman discovered a well-kept secret about autism. In his stunning big
book NeuroTribes (big in size at more than 500 pages, and big in vision, spanning
the history of autism from the late 1…
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(15)00337-2/fulltext

This is getting into what has been most troubling me about this. There are parallels
between Kanner's dogmatic approach to autism & how PDA Development Group is
pursuing PDA as ASD.
So they have narrow & arbitrary definitions of PDA:
https://rationaldemandavoidancecom.files.wordpress.com/2020/08/01-august2020-cannot-have-rational-demand-avoidance-if-a-person-cannot-rationalise-theirdemand-avoidance.pdf
Selection bias on key studies, viewing PDA as an ASD:
https://rationaldemandavoidancecom.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/27-july-2020list-of-all-limitations-of-pda-research.pdf
Much PDA research often uses highly motivated caregivers, to conduct research that
supports their views that PDA is an ASD & not caused by environmental factors/
trauma.

https://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/id/eprint/1493137/7/O'Nions_Debate_article_accepted
_typeset.pdf
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Moving onto bias in caregivers. For one this is a vulnerable
group.
researchgate.net/publication/33…
They often have their own psychological pressures
associated to raising a CYP with PDA.
pdasociety.org.uk/wp-content/upl…

2:37 PM · Jul 20, 2020
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Moving onto bias in caregivers. For one this is a vulnerable
group.
researchgate.net/publication/33…
They often have their own psychological pressures
associated to raising a CYP with PDA.
pdasociety.org.uk/wp-content/upl…
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PDA caregivers are often highly motivated to support
notion PDA is an ASD subtype. E.g. 11188 signatures to this
petition. Yes, not all are PDA caregivers.
petition.parliament.uk/archived/petit…
1445 respondents over 2 weeks for @PDASociety 2018
report.

2:42 PM · Jul 20, 2020
See Richard Woods’s other Tweets
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Another example of caregiver commitment to PDA. 52% of
this sample is caregivers and they completed a lengthy
questionnaire form.
link.springer.com/article/10.100…

2:45 PM · Jul 20, 2020
See Richard Woods’s other Tweets

What is really concerning is just how central Christie has been to arguing PDA is an
ASD. Often the PDA literature argues PDA is autism due to NAS's activities, like
conferences. Also Autism Education Trust recognising PDA.

Identifying features of ‘pathological demand avoidance’ using the Diag…
The term ‘pathological demand avoidance’ (PDA) was coined by Elizabeth Newson
to describe children within the autism spectrum who exhibit obse
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00787-015-0740-2

Autism Education Trust supporting PDA rebuttal is easy. Phil Christie has been
involved in various boards of AET & it republished his 2007 article.
“He was elected chair of the advisory council for the Autism Education Trust and is
now vice-chair of the programme board.” Fidler and Christie, 2019, p174.

AET PDA guidelines. Link: https://www.pdasociety.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2019/07/AET-standards-for-PDA-Phils-GAP-1.pdf
And http://www.larryarnold.net/Autonomy/index.php/autonomy/article/view/ED2/html

Also that AET's director is line managed by National Autistic Society.
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/09687599.2017.1308705?
needAccess=true

This takes me back to the PDA Development Group. NAS is heavily involved in it.
PDA Development Group sets NAS 's & PDA Society website information and their
respective agenda & speakers.

So when NAS updated their information to view PDA as part of the autism spectrum,
it is probably due to PDA Development Group directing the charity to do so.

This happened in 2015 which is the same year, this PDA research which views PDA as
autism subgroup was submitted & published. Uses NAS & AET support to justify
their position.

Identifying features of ‘pathological demand avoidance’ using the Diag…
The term ‘pathological demand avoidance’ (PDA) was coined by Elizabeth Newson
to describe children within the autism spectrum who exhibit obse
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00787-015-0740-2

Bare in mind this study is based on Lorna Wing Centre case files. LWC is represented

on PDA Development Group. Phil Christie is on the group & is an author on the
paper. Conflict of Interest is not declared in paper.

NAS does generate income from its PDA related activities.
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/09687599.2017.1308705?
needAccess=true

Oh I forgot to mention earlier that apparently Christie has also said
Neurodevelopmental conditions that are not autism, are part of autism at the 2015
NAS PDA conference:
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/JIDOB-07-20160013/full/html

Remember the PDA Development Group decides agenda & speakers at NAS's PDA
conferences.
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This takes me back to the PDA Development Group. NAS is
heavily involved in it. PDA Development Group sets NAS 's &
PDA Society website information and their respective
agenda & speakers.

8:00 PM · Aug 3, 2020
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These are the schedules from the last 2 NAS PDA conferences. Also the first NAS PDA
conference in 2011.choiceforum.org/docs/pda.pdf
One should see that many speakers are members of PDA Development Group or
prominent PDA supporters.

Another point to comment on the Lorna Wing Centre PDA DISCO research argued
that it was unbiased as it avoided interest generated from these conferences &
caregiver campaigning. I.e. supporting view PDA is an ASD.

Also that members of the PDA Development Group, which does include Judy Eaton
advise PDA Society on their 2018 Being Understood report.

Being Misunderstood - regional & education reports
Our Being Misunderstood report published in May 2018 demonstrated the ways in
which the PDA profile was being recognised by some clinicians but not by others. It
highlighted the poor quality of servi…
https://www.pdasociety.org.uk/being-misunderstood-regional-education-reports/

This matters as it had 1445 people respond in 2 weeks to a charity campaign that
views PDA as an ASD profile, i.e. supporting these PDA Development Group's
member's clinical opinions.

One of the activities of the PDA Society is to collaborate with the PDA Development
Group.
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The PDA Society activities include collaborating with
medical professionals as part of the PDA Development
Group. @Allison66746425 that explains why Judy Eaton was
claiming who has expertise over PDA. i.e. clincians etc.
councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/members/meet-o…

11:10 AM · Jun 2, 2020
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Also literature does note that all this research involving highly motivated PDA

caregivers is not exactly helping PDA's credibility or validity.

Autism spectrum disorder
Autism spectrum disorder is a term used to describe a constellation of earlyappearing social communication deficits and repetitive sensory–motor behaviours
associated with a strong genetic component…
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(18)31129-2/fulltext

&
https://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/id/eprint/1493137/7/O'Nions_Debate_article_accepted
_typeset.pdf
&

Commentary: Demand Avoidance Phenomena, a manifold issue? Intol…
Read the full article at doi: 10.1111/camh.12336 and response to this commentary
at doi: 10.1111/camh.12376
https://acamh.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/camh.12368

I think this is the thread done. Key points here are:
- There is a research agenda & a campaign to get PDA recognised as an autism profile.
- There is no justification for this approach.
- They know caregivers are vulnerable & highly motivated.
- Persons arguing PDA is an ASD are often involved in co-ordinating research and
other activities they are using to justify position PDA is an autism profile.
- This is approach is not inclusive or following scientific method.
- This research is essentially a self-validation exercise as it has pre-concieved ideas
about what PDA is, i.e. an autism profile and that it is not caused by environmental
factors or trauma. Despite lacking sufficient grounds to take this position.
@PDASociety @DrJudes03 @milton_damian
@cassie_davies @autism @Allison66746425 @Shona_Mu @NeilKenny0
@IgHawthorne @FidgetyF_cker @sallycatPDA @MAbsoud @AnnMemmott
@Andylowarousal @paullib1972 @HappeLab @GillbergCentre You might be
interested in this.
@LauraMayCrane @liz_pellicano @WillClinPsy @AusomeIreland
@AutismEducatio1 You might be interested in this
I forgot: “to build on developments, insights and increasing recognition of PDA but
maintain the integrity of how the condition is understood and the nature of support
that is needed by individuals.” (Christie, 2018).
Still relevant!

(PDF) Demand avoidance phenomena: circularity, integrity and validity…
PDF | This article explores key reasons for justifying the proto impairment of
Demand Avoidance Phenomena (DAP), by investigating the integrity and... | Find,
read and cite all the research you need …
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/337146735_Demand_avoidance_phenomen…

The point here, my comments on the quote are still relevant.
Also adding to evidence of attachment processes can be involved in PDA. There is one
person with Attachment Disorder & total ADOS core of ONE found in sample of
extreme PDA behaviours:
http://www.pdaresource.com/files/An%20examination%20of%20the%20behaviour
al%20features%20associated%20with%20PDA%20using%20a%20semistructured%20interview%20-%20Dr%20E%20O'Nions.pdf

Also important point about Kanner & Asperger, that is relevant to PDA; that other
researcher's/ clinicians views on PDA are as plausible than other's views on PDA are
equally as valid, if not more so that those of PDA Development Group

https://rationaldemandavoidancecom.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/18-july-2020pda-is-a-pervasive-developmental-coding-disorder-thread.pdf
Viewing PDA as an autism profile undermines such efforts at an inclusive, scientific
method based approach to PDA as it biases PDA research and derived tools with
selection bias and confirmation bias:
https://rationaldemandavoidancecom.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/27-july-2020list-of-all-limitations-of-pda-research.pdf
These are scans of Christie's 2 last NAS PDA conference talks in 2018 & 2019. They
are there to show that my comments on his conference talks are accurate. E.g. covers
PDA being included in forthcoming England Autism Strategy.

I am not going to scan any pages from the books. I will upload documents that seem
to be have been removed by PDA Society to my blog, about the PDA Development

Group and PDA Awareness Matters booklet. Other's can see I am not making this
stuff up.
Do I need to mention the ethical implications of those on the PDA Development
Group and doing self-validating research involving highly motivated vulnerable
person or CYP that are prone to internalising?
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PDA literature notes that autistic persons & persons with
PDA are prone to internalising.
researchgate.net/publication/33…
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There are signs of CYP & adults with PDA internalising
discourse PDA is an ASD subtype.
ingentaconnect.com/contentone/bil…
&
europepmc.org/article/med/32…
&
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For links to adults with PDA, I will leave a link to SallyCat's
blog
sallycatpda.co.uk
&
a link to a book by Harry Thompson (literally in the title):
amazon.co.uk/PDA-Paradox-Li…
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First I need to establish what PDA research should look like.
It should be open-minded & available to anyone who meets
PDA diagnostic criteria, autistic or not. Research should not
be done to support anyone view over another:
researchgate.net/publication/33…

5:47 PM · Aug 3, 2020
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I think that is a question best answered elsewhere.
I will end with this observations of how the ABA community acts like a cult. Ironically
book review is in same issue of Good Autism Practice as Christie's 2007 article.
https://www.ingentaconnect.com/contentone/bild/gap/2007/00000008/0000000
1/art00013
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